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Motorcycle Safety
Campaign now

underway in May
Share the Road

TxDOT’s statewide “Share the
Road: Look Twice for Motor-
cycles” motorcycle safety and
public awareness campaign urges
motorists to look twice for motor-
cycles, especially at intersections,
where motorcycle collisions most
commonly occur.

Why should drivers be
aware of motorcyclists
when traveling Texas
roads?

On average, one motorcyclist
dies in a crash on Texas roads
every day. In 2023, 599 riders lost
their lives and 2,483 were seriously
injured in crashes. More than half
of fatal motorcycle crashes result
from collisions with other vehicles.

Drivers simply don’t see the
motorcycle or misjudge its dis-
tance and speed. The small size of
motorcycles can make them appear
farther away when they’re actually
closer.

The combination of congested
roadways, distracted driving and
the difficulty of seeing motorcycles
in traffic has led to many prevent-
able fatalities each year.

What are some tips for
safely sharing the road with
motorcycles?

@ Take extra care when making
a left turn. It is safest to let the
motorcycle pass to avoid turning
in front of the rider.

@ Pay special attention at in-
tersections. Nearly one in three
motorcycle fatalities happens at a
roadway intersection.

@ Give driving your full atten-
tion. Even a momentary distrac-
tion, such as answering a phone call
or changing the radio station, can
have deadly consequences.

® Look twice when changing
lanes. Check mirrors, blind spots,
and always use turn signals.

@ Give motorcycles room when
passing them. Move over to the
passing lane and don’t crowd the
motorcyclist’s full lane.

@ Stay back. If you’re behind
a motorcycle, always maintain a
safe following distance. When a
motorcyclist downshifts instead of
applying the brake to slow down,
it can catch drivers off guard since
there are no brake lights to signal
reduced speed.

@ Slow down. Obey posted speed
limits and drive to conditions.

Texas has more than

394,000 registered
motorcycles.

‘e

Pickin’ at the ibrary

-

Each month the community room at the Lillie Russell Memorial Library becomes a pickin’
place for local musicians. The next Pickin’ at the Lillie will take place at 6 p.m. on June 7.
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Lady Eagles fall to Canton in softball;
Baseball team advances to semifinals

Lindale High School’s Lady Eagles were bounced
from the Class 4A Regional Semi-Finals state softball
tournament this past week while the boys baseball team
advanced in the state playoffs to take on Texarkana
Pleasant Grove on Saturday, May 18 in the Regional

Quarterfinals.
BASEBALL

The Eagles began their run through the playoffs with
a pair of bi-district wins over Sulphur Springs — 5-1 on
May 1 and 4-0 on May 3. The wins were the 15" and
16™ in a row for Lindale.

In the first game, Lindale rallied to win with four runs
in the bottom of the seventh to wipe out a 4-1 Sulphur
Springs lead.

Ty McCoy was
2-for-4 at the plate
for the Eagles while
Carson Plunkett was
1-for-3 with a pair of
runs batted in.

In the second game,
Lindale jumped out
to a 1-0 lead after the
first inning, added two |
more in the third and
another run in the fifth
to advance to the Area
round against Sunny-
vale on May 9.

The Eagles plated

three runs in the third Olivia Gary of the Lindale High School Lady Eagles
against the Raiders and Stretches to make a play at first base this past week
added another in the in the Lady Eagles’ playoff game against Canton.

Photo by Terry Cannon

sixth for a 4-1 win.

Jackson Parker got
the win on the mound for Lindale, going 4 2/3 innings,
striking out three and allowing just three hits.

On Friday May 10, the Eagles advanced to the re-
gional quarterfinals with a 5-3 win over the Raiders.
Lindale broke a 3-3 tie with two runs in the top of the
sixth to secure the win.

Hudson Legrow went the distance for the Eagles and
struck out six in his seven innings of work. He allowed
just one earned run and four hits.

SOFTBALL
For the Lady Eagles, they fell to Canton, 9-1 in both
games, on Wednesday May 8 and Thursday, May 9 at
Tyler Legacy High School.
Lindale finished the season at 15-15-1 after taking
second place in District 16-4A.
Canton, meanwhile, won its 17" straight game and
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improved to 28-8 on the season and was scheduled to
take on the winner of the Van Alstyne-Frisco Panther
Creek contest in the regional quarterfinals.

In the first game on Wednesday, Canton grabbed a
1-0 lead after one inning, added another in the second
before plating two more in the fifth, three in the 6"
and two more in the seventh.

The Lady Eagles managed their run in the top of
the seventh.

In the second game, Canton jumped out to a 1-0
advantage in the third and scored five more in the
third for a 6-0 lead.

Lindale scored its run in the fourth inning.

On Wednesday, the Lady Eagles got hits from eight
different players with freshman Ava Grogan banging
out a double as well as
recording a stolen base.
/| Canton’s Jaycee Bul-
| lard was the winning
il pitcher, working six in-
J| nings and allowing no
earned runs.

Thursday, Grace
Thompson earned the
4 win for Canton on the
mound, allowing just
two hits and no earned
runs over three innings.

The Lady Eagles
earned their berth in the
quarterfinals after de-
feating previously No.
I-ranked Community,
9-8, in the Area round.

Prior to that playoff,
in bi-district, the Lady
Eagles took down North Lamar by scores of 6-4
and 6-5.

In the Area round, both schools opted to play a
winner-take-all game to advance to the Regional
Quarterfinals.

Against Community, the Lady Eagles grabbed a 3-0
lead in the bottom of the third. Community closed to
within 4-2 in the top of the fourth, but Lindale plated
five more in the bottom of the inning to take a 9-4 lead.

The Lady Eagles banged out nine hits in the game
with senior Liliana Miller going 2-for-3 with four
RBI. Junior Merrick Gary was 1-for-3 with three runs
scored. With the loss, Community saw its 13-game
winning streak halted and finished its season at 29-
2-1. Canton defeated Athens, 14-4, in the Area round
on Friday and improved its season record to 26-8.
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Council OKs
keeping Tyler
CPA firm

Lindale City Council members
approved retaining Gollob Morgan
Peddy to perform the city’s audit
for fiscal year 2023-24 during
their regular meeting held Tuesday,
May 7.

In related news, the votes from
the May 4 city election, which saw
Jerretta Nance Pate defeat incum-
bent Place 2 council member and
Mayor Pro Tem Yvette Martin 170
votes to 66, or 72.03 percent to
27.97 percent.

Gavin Rasco, current Place 6 city
council member, ran unopposed for
the mayoral seat.

Current Mayor Jeff Daugherty
announced several weeks ago he
would not seek re-election after
serving 17 years on the council
and as mayor.

All votes are unofficial until all
votes are canvassed, which was
scheduled to take place on May 14
at city hall.

Lindale city officials said the
swearing in ceremony for the new
council members should take place
prior to the May 21 city council
meeting.

Also, during that meeting coun-
cil members will vote on someone
to fill Rasco’s Place 6 seat.

Gollob Morgan Peddy has been
performing this audit for several
years.

In other action, council mem-
bers:

@ Approved the lease purchase
of'a 36-inch multi-function printer;

@® Approved a resolution to
adopt an ADA nondiscrimination
statement. This is a required action
from the state;

@® Approved a resolution to
adopt a grievance procedure under
the Americans with Disabilities
Act, an item related to the nondis-
crimination statement;

@® Approved a public works
budgeted item for a dump trailer
and mowing equipment;

@® Approved budget amend-
ments for the budget year 2023-24.

LHS netters
at State
Tournament

Lindale High School will be well
represented this week at the Class
4A UIL Sate Tennis Tournament
scheduled to begin Thursday morn-
ing in San Antonio.

LHS will have Emilio Rodriguez
and Breanna Taylor in boys and
girls singles, respectively, and
the boys doubles team of Hayden
Harry/Kalvin Dryman.

Rodriguez will take on Armando
Moreno of Burkburnett High
School at 8 a.m. Thursday, while
Taylor will face off against Amanni
Karera of Stafford, also at 8 a.m.

Harry/Dryman will take on the
team of Abram Botello/Michael
Moreau of Corpus Christi Tuloso-
Midway.

Winners will advance to the
semifinals on Thursday afternoon
with the finals scheduled for Fri-
day.

Caudle“Rutledge
Daugherty

Funeral Home and Cremation Services

A Daugherty Family Funeral Home

206 W. South St. Lindale, Texas 75771 | (903)-882-3141 | www.crdfh.com




THE LINDALE NEWS & TIMES | THURSDAY, MAY 16, 2024

ON/COMMENTARY

THE FIRST AMENDMENT: Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of all
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and
to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

Gary Borders

Phelan issues priorities for next
session — if he is speaker

Texas House Speaker Dade Phelan, R-Beaumont, has is-
sued his legislative priorities for the next legislative session
in January, while facing a tough re-election battle and an
impending May 28 runoff election.

Phelan directed his committee leaders to take a look at the
use of school vouchers in other states and also consider new
ways to further reduce property tax bills for homeowners,
The Texas Tribune reported.

Attempts to pass a voucher program backed by Gov.
Greg Abbott failed several times in past legislative sessions,
leading to largely successful attempts to defeat voucher
opponents in the March Republican primary. Phelan faces
challenger David Covey, backed by Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick
and other of his political foes, in the runoff.

As is customary with House speakers, Phelan did not
cast a vote either way for the various voucher proposals but
later said he would have supported a scaled-down version
of vouchers.

During the last sessions, Phelan and his House allies
backed a proposal to cut the cap on annual property taxes
from 10% to 5%, which was opposed by Patrick. The lieuten-
ant governor favored an increase in the homestead exemption
instead and ultimately prevailed.

Moving forward, Phelan has directed the House Ways &
Means Committee to explore “whether to further reduce the
limit on appraised value of homesteads.”

New teacher residency certificate aproved

The State Board of Education recently approved a new
certificate — the enhanced standard certificate — for aspiring
teachers who complete a residency on their way to earning
a teaching license in Texas, the Austin American-Statesman
reported.

The board hopes such yearlong programs will create better
trained first-year teachers and improve teacher retention — a
major issue for Texas public schools.

“The residency prep route creates a path to the classroom
that’s akin to the medical model for preparing doctors,” said
Emily Garcia, associate commissioner for educator certifica-
tion and enforcement at the Texas Education Agency.

Student teaching is common among college-based teach-
ing programs, but the residency is longer and more intensive,
Garcia said. The residency has a 750-hour minimum require-
ment, while a typical student teaching program usually
involves a minimum of 490 hours in the classroom.

One out of eight Texas public school teachers left their
jobs during the last school year, according to TEA, while
just 58% of entry-level teachers hired in Texas five years
ago are still working in public education.

Bill would reimburse ranchers for unborn
calves killed in disasters

Two Texas GOP lawmakers are proposing legislation
to compensate ranchers who lose unborn calves during a
disaster, such as the recent Panhandle wildfires, the Texas
Standard reported. U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz and U.S. Rep. Ronny
Jackson — both Republicans — are sponsoring the legisla-
tion.

Approximately 15,000 cattle, including pregnant cows,
died during the Panhandle wildfires.

The proposal expands a program that is part of the farm
bill called the Livestock Indemnity Program, according to
David Anderson, a professor and extension specialist in
livestock and food product marketing at Texas A&M. As
now structured, the program is not set up to compensate
ranchers for the loss of unborn calves, he said.

Border landowners can be compensated

Landowners along the Texas-Mexico border are now eli-
gible for compensation for damage to their land and property
caused by migrants, smugglers and drug traffickers, The
Tribune reported.

The Legislature during the last session approved $18 mil-
lion for the compensation fund, administered by the Texas
attorney general’s office. Landowners have up to 90 days
after an incident to file a claim and must have a written police
report documenting the damage. The state will compensate
up to $75,000 for damage to property such as a barn or a
fence, Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton’s office said.
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Perspective ...

A sense of wonder is one of the greatest gifts we are given.
I have worked hard to hold on to mine throughout my life. It
was easy growing up in the country on a ranch to experience
that wonder. In the spring the mounds of clover were the sweet
smelling mattress of choice while cloud gazing.

Of course at night the absolute best place to be was the old
backyard swing my dad had welded and attached to our old
swing set’s frame. You could stretch out on it with your leg
pushing the chain and slowly swing and watch the stars travel
the dark night sky. I could see the Milky Way and constellations
and planes and satellites.

It was awe inducing and faith inspiring.

This summer when my boss man sweetie takes me to the
West Texas Press Association convention in Cloudcroft, New
Mexico I hope to go in search of dark skies again because they
have disappeared from our neck of the woods. I need, really
need, a little more star shine in my life.

What moves you to wonder? My list is only limited by my
imagination and the ability to see, really see.

The intelligence and unconditional love of a dog has got to
be one of the greatest gifts given to us. Dogs inspire my faith
in God because of the qualities of limitless love, loyalty and
warmth they share with us.

I just don’t understand folks who don’t like dogs...or wildlife
for that matter. I love them all, except maybe snakes. Although
I do appreciate the round-eyed, non-venomous fellers that
take care of the rampant East Texas rodent population. I am
fascinated by insects, except for pestilent mosquitos and those
gosh-awful fire ants.

Seeing a great cowboy or cowgirl manage a spirited horse is
phenomenal. When a rider and horse become one it is a thing
of great beauty. Frankly, I think that anyone doing any job with
passion and dedication is a thing of beauty and power.

But, the ocean pounding the sand in the middle of the night
or at sunrise never ceases to move me. The sheer power and

The Best of
Suzanne

majesty of our world should fill us with wonder and gratitude
every single day of our lives.

Then there are the gifts of music, art, good food and relation-
ships that transcend the humdrum routine of days that we allow
to become all too common.

Music is a gift I don’t personally possess. I can play the
piano and read music but I can not sing or play masterfully.
But every day I listen to either Big Band, classic rock, outlaw
country music or... it’s all good. But when music is performed
live with passion, oh man oh man, what a gift.

To read a book or article written by a truly good or great writer
takes us places that planes, trains and cars never will. There
isn’t a day that goes by that there isn’t a book in my hand that
feeds some aspect of my mind or soul.

Here’s the point friends and neighbors, the creation we have
been gifted is filled with infinite variety. If we are bored we are
dooming ourselves to mediocrity and “sense-less” days. Lift up
your eyes to the night sky, to the butterfly resting on a flower,
the red-breasted Robin on the low-hanging branch, and know
deep down that our weary old world is really quite wonderful.

Then, share that insight. Share kindness and joy and apprecia-
tion. Share music and books and ideas. Live life with passion.

The stars will shine brighter, colors will be more vibrant and
the music you hear will be sweeter.

Breathe...give thanks...share...

It doesn’t get any better than this...

And THIS is pretty dog gone good.

After all, it really is just a matter of perspective.
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THE ECONOMIST

By Dr. M. Ray Perryman

All of the Above...

The dynamic Texas economy and its growing population
(and hot summers) require increases in electric generation and
transmission capacity well beyond what was expected even a
few years ago. Basic patterns of business expansion have been
in place for decades. However, there are profound and unan-
ticipated changes underway which are shifting power demand
growth into an entirely new gear.

There has recently been a surge in electricity-intensive in-
dustries. Data centers supporting remote work, streaming, and
now Al need massive megawatts to operate. Crypto mining is
another major user. Electrification of cars and other machines
further increases demand. Emerging industries, such as Tesla’s
gigafactory and LNG facilities across the Gulf Coast, also need
a lot. Developments on the horizon to deal with climate issues,
such as hydrogen production and carbon capture, will require
enormous resources.

The Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT) manages
the flow of power to more than 26 million Texas customers
(about 90% of the total state load) and is fully aware of what’s
coming. During the past legislative session, changes were
implemented enabling ERCOT to consider additions to grid
requirements that are known to be coming. Previously, until
new customers were added, the related increase in power needs
couldn’t be counted.

New planning documents project an additional 40 gigawatts
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(GW) of load growth by 2030 compared to the prior year’s
forecast. For context, ERCOT’s all-time peak demand was just
over 85 GW on a broiling day in August 2023. The impetus
for this staggering upward movement is significant increases
in large loads being considered (crypto mining, hydrogen and
hydrogen-related manufacturing, data centers supporting Al,
and greater electrification).

Obviously, Texas will need both generation and transmission
capacity —and fast! Currently, ERCOT has 1,775 active genera-
tion interconnection requests totaling 346 GW planned for the
next few years, including 155 GW of solar, 35 GW of wind, 15
GW of gas, and 141 GW facilitated by battery capacity. Benefits
of this diversity of sources are that they can be built faster and
with more location options. However, given that 190 GW is
dependent on wind or sun, the batteries (as well as additional
gas-fired capacity) will be crucial in the dog days of summer.
It will necessitate an “all of the above” approach, and policy
should accommodate all types of power resources.

It typically takes 3-5 years to plan, permit, and build transmis-
sion lines in Texas, which is about half the time needed in many
areas (but challenging nonetheless). With current expectations,
these projects must receive priority status.

Texas no doubt faces a daunting task, but the seeds of a solu-
tion are present. Acknowledging the scope of the effort is the
first step — now the work begins. Stay safe!
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Better late than never: Happy Mother S Day

Mother’s Day was last Sunday and I'm just now getting
around to recognizing that special time, which lines up
neatly with what my own mom would have said about one
of my foibles: he’s really means well, but he gets distracted
sometimes.

Yeah, she knew me pretty well.

Tommy George (that was actually her middle name, some-
thing I’ll get to in a minute), was born March 30, 1922 in
Deport, Texas and was the one of three daughters (she also
had a brother) of Roger and Edna Bell.

She was the second oldest daughter and the story goes that
my granddad — who had a wicked sense of humor — wanted a
boy so he decided her middle name would be George.

When we visited Deport, we were always known as
“Tommy George’s kids” because, well, that’s what Deport
folks called her.

Mom graduated from Deport High School in 1940 and went
to work as the cafeteria manager at Paris Junior College, a few
miles to the northwest. She learned a great deal about cooking
from her mom and no doubt used that skill at PJC.

During that time working at PJC, she met a tall, hand-
some guy who was living with a family just outside of Paris.
This fortuitous event led to a wedding not long after.

Upon returning from the war, the little family — which then
included my oldest brother — eventually moved to Dallas so my
dad could go to college and mom could handle the household.

By the time I arrived in 1954, there were four of us. To this
day I do not know how she managed to feed four boys on my
dad’s salary, keep our house spotless, and be genuinely happy
the whole time. My sister arrived in 1959, but that was around
the time mom found out she had colon cancer.

Cancer treatment then wasn’t as advanced as today, but by
the grace of God and her steely will, she whipped it — for the
time being.

Her remarkable resolve never wavered, even during her
treatments which was a testament to her deep and abiding

faith in God.

The challenge of helping raise five youngsters is something
I will never comprehend. She let us fight our own battles —
with each other and friends — knowing that experience was
the best teacher.

She and my dad insisted we give only our best effort in
school and if we came up short, there was indeed hell to pay.
I can’t count the number of times I had to “assume the posi-
tion” across the bed while she meted out her painful, but fair,
punishment.

Not big as a minute, she could turn into a sizeable Momma
Bear when the situation called for it, as in the time I was at
the eye doctor getting my first pair of glasses.

The eye doctor wasn’t a pleasant fellow and treated me
rather rudely.

Not the smartest thing to do in front of my mom.

She dressed him down, and insisted he show more patience
with her son, who after all, was just seven years old.

As her kids grew older and left the nest, she was rewarded
with a whole lot of grandkids, who loved and cherished her
the rest of her life. Once, I recall my wife, my mom and our
little Matt were coming home from Deport and mom had Matt
in the backseat, bouncing him up and down on her lap making
him giggle while both had a “grand” old time.

Later my wife said to me smiling, ““You know, it’s too bad
your mom doesn’t love her grandkids.”

Oh man, what a trip...right man?

I was fillin’ my jeep with
gas the other day when I
noticed a car parked out to-
ward the street. It not only
was filled with junk, but
some of it was spillin’ out
the windows.

Beside it stood a man who a half hour or so, you’ll run

RustyMitchum

Life & Times

to head east and I’d come to
Dallas. That’s why I thought
Ineeded to keep heading east,
man.”

“Were you on Interstate
30?7

“Yeah, man! How did you

. 2
eras, people watchin’ us, and ~ K1OW’

I guessed to be about my
age and he was lookin’ all
around. About that time he
looked over at me, smiled and
headed my way.

Have you ever seen the
old TV show “Taxi?” You
remember Reverend Jim?
Well, this guy looked just
like him. Ithought to myself,
“Great. This guy’s gonna hit
me up for some money.”

He walked up and spoke.

“Hey, man. Can you help
me, man?” he said.

Remember I said he looked
like Reverend Jim? Well,
he sounded just like Tommy
Chong of Cheech and Chong.

“Listen, man,” he said.
“Do you know where Dallas
is, man?”

I looked at him, smiled,
and answered. “YesIdo.”

“Oh great, man. Yeah, I’'m
headed to Dallas, man and I
got turned around. Can you
point me in the right direc-
tion, man?”

“You bet. When you leave,
take a left on the highway
there,” I said as I pointed.
“Stay on that road for a few
miles and you’ll come to
Interstate 20. Take a left on
20 and head west and in about
an hour, take the highway 80
exit and stay on 80, and in

into Dallas.”

He looked at me with an
inquisitive face. “West?”

“Yeah, west.”

“Huh? What if T head east,
man. I like to take the road
less traveled. Could I also get
there that way, man?”

“Eventually,” I said, “but
it’s a lot farther.”

“Really? How much far-
ther, man?”’

I looked up in thought.
“About 25,000 miles farther,”
I said.

“Twenty-five thousand
miles? That’s pretty far,
man. I’m supposed to be in
at a meeting in Dallas tomor-
row, man. | might not make
it on time. Plus that would
probably take a lot more gas,
man.”

“Not to mention you’ll
have to cross a couple of
oceans and possibly a few
mountain ranges,” I said.

“Mountain ranges? [
wouldn’t mind seeing some
mountains, man, but I don’t
want to be crossing no
oceans. I get seasick, man.”

About this time I started
lookin’ around to see if I
might be on one of those TV
shows where they pull pranks
on people.

I looked for hidden cam-

stuff like that. I couldn’t see
anything out of the ordinary.

“Hey, man. I got a map,
man. Could you show me
where Dallas is on the map,
man?”

“You bet,” T said. While
he went back to his car, I
finished fillin’ up the jeep. I
was puttin’ the nozzle up just
as he got back.

“Here you go, man,” and
he handed me the map. “Just
point it out, man.”

I looked at the map. “This
is a map of New Mexico,”
I said.

“Yeah, man. It’s the only
map I have.”

“Dallas isn’t in New Mex-
ico,” I explained. “It’s in
Texas.”

“Oh! Well, that’s good to
know, man.”

“Where were you when
you started your trip to Dal-
las?” I asked.

“Colorado, man,” he an-
swered.

“I see,” I said and then
thinkin’ to myself, “Well, that
explains a lot.”

“Yeah, man. I spent the
night last night in Fort Worth,
man.”

“You spent the night in Fort
Worth?”

“Yeah, man. A guy told me

“Lucky guess,” I said.
“You drove through Dallas
on your way here.”

“Tdid? Wow, man. I must
have missed it, man.”

“Looks like it,” I replied.

“Well, I better get going,
man. Tell me again how to
get there.”

“Sure. When you leave
here, take a left on that high-
way there. Stay on that road
for a few miles and you’ll
come to Interstate 20. Take
a left on 20 and head west
and in about an hour, take the
highway 80 exit and stay on
80, and in a half hour or so,
you’ll run into Dallas.”

“Great. Thanks, man. 1
really appreciate it, man,”
he said and walked back to
his car.

When he opened his door
a couple of papers flew out
and he chased them down
and then returned to his car.
He climbed in, looked over
at me, smiled, waved, and
slowly made his way to the
highway.

After he stopped, he looked
both ways, turned right and
took off in the opposite direc-
tion which I said.

I’d be willin’ to bet, he
might have been a little late
for his meetin’.

“Healthy weight” different for everyone

By Smith County Extension Office
Maintaining a healthy weight can

be different for different people, but
it’s important to know what a healthy

weight is for you.

Check out our top questions and

Mom and dad right after their weddmg and right before he headed
off to war in 1942.

Indeed.

My mom treasured each and every one of her grandkids,
which in turn gave her more joy with great grandkids.

After my dad died in 1991, she spent the remaining years
tending to her faith, traveling, volunteering and as always —
cherishing her kids and grandkids.

That lousy cancer returned and slowly gnawed away at her.
But she never lost her rosy outlook on life and her fabulous
sense of humor.

She was such a special lady, a treasure her family was able
to enjoy for many, many years.

And she’s probably laughing right now at how I missed
honoring her before Mother’s Day.

EDITOR’S NOTE: This column comes from the
archives of the Lindale News and Times, which is avail-
able online for $2.99 per month. Call 903-882-8880 to
set up your online subscription.

ONE YEAR AGO, May 18, 2023

The Texas A&M University System Board of Regents
has elected Lindale native and Dallas attorney William
“Bill” Mahomes Jr. as its chairman.

Mahomes, was appointed to the Board of Regents in
2015 by Gov. Gregg Abbott and reappointed in 2021. He
has served as vice chairman for the past two years. His
election as chairman was unanimous by the nine-member
governing board.

In Dallas, Mahomes is Of Counsel at Bracewell LLP,
where his specialties include legal transactions involving
public finance, real estate and public policy. He serves on
the Vista Bank Board of Directors as well as the Advisory
Board of Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Texas.

Mahomes grew up in Lindale as the oldest son of Wil-
liam P. and Lucy A. Mahomes. His brother, Johnny W.
Mahomes, resides in Lindale.

FIVE YEARS AGO, May 16, 2019

The Hideaway Lake Kiwanis Club awarded scholar-
ships to several Lindale High School sophomores with
Bethany Deupree being honored as Sophomore of the
Year. She received a $1,000 scholarship. She is the
daughter of Toby and Jennifer Deupree. Other honorees,
who received $500 scholarships, included Jacey King,
daughter of Joey and Jennifer King; Tyler Thompson,
son of Blaine and Amy Thompson and Luke Sandifer,
sone of Michael and Rebekah Sandifer.

10 YEARS AGO, May 15, 2014

Incumbent Clyde Harper defeated Lindale business-
man John Droblyn to retain his Place 2 seat on the Lindale
City Council after voting was concluded.

Harper, on the Lindale council since 2009, tallied 72
votes to 29 for Droblyn or 71.3 percent to 28.7 percent.

A native of Lindale and a graduate of Lindale schools,
Harper began serving on the city council when former
Mayor James Ballard passed away which elevated then
Mayor Pro Tem Jim Mallory into the mayoral chair.

Harper was asked to take Mallory’s seat on the coun-
cil with the understanding that he would run once the

answers on weight, weight gain, and
weight loss. And talk to your doctor or
nurse about your weight goals.

Women often gain and lose weight
differently, so the steps you need to take
to lose weight may be different from
the steps someone else needs to take.

BMI gives you a good idea of how
healthy your weight is.

But it doesn’t tell the whole story.
BMI is less accurate in some people
than in others.

For example, if you are very mus-
cular, you may be healthy even if
your BMI is above 25. This is because
muscle weighs more than fat. Another
way to figure out if you have a healthy
weight is to measure your waist cir-
cumference (the distance around your
waist).

Researchers and doctors have agreed
that women with a waist circumference
larger than 35 inches are at higher risk
for many health problems caused by
overweight or obesity.

Women with a BMI of 25 t0 29.9 are
considered overweight.

Women with a BMI of 30 or more
have obesity.

If you are worried about your weight,
or if you are overweight or obese, talk
to your doctor or nurse. Your weight
can raise your risk for many health

problems and make it harder to get
pregnant.

Your doctor or nurse may suggest
healthy eating changes and more physi-
cal activity to help you reach a healthy
weight.

For more information about Texas
A&M AgrilLife Extension Programs,
contact Smith County Extension Office
at 903-590-2980 or email smith-tx@
tamu.edu. Like our Facebook page:
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Ser-
vice Smith County.

unexpired term was concluded.

PAINTER ROOSTER

Residential & Commercial

Check out our Gallery of work
and services on our website
www.painterrooster.com
Or Call Us 972-824-7857

Keep up with local news in your community and subscribe today!
Call 903-882-8880 to set up your subscription!
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Walter, a spunky and friendly dog is featured this week
as Pet of the Week from the folks at Lindale Animal

Control.

He loves greeting people and gets along with other dogs
as well. He’s an older dog and just loves to cuddle.
Walter is a perfect house pet and is in need of a forever

home.

Call Lindale Animal Control at 903-882-6861 to meet
Walter or any of the other dogs needing forever homes.
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Call us at 903-882-8880

NEED CASH FAST?

Sell your unwanted items in the Classifieds.

@)@f,—r:/—:‘/lr—g
Celebratiq m ol Fai

Rotary Kids Fishing Day near

Todd and Amanda Froebe of Lindale were the guest speak-
ers at the weekly meeting of the Lindale Rotary Club and
discussed the upcoming Rotary Club Kid Fish, scheduled
for Saturday, June 8 at the American Legion Jordan-Dun-
can Post 15 in Lindale. The club prepares 100 rods and
reels that will be given to the first 100 kids to attend the free
event. All Lindale families are invited to attend and enjoy
hot dogs and chips. Also shown in the photo is Shannon
Reid, Lillie Memorial Librarian. (Courtesy photo)
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JERRY BILL OLDFIELD

Donald Ray Winans, 66, of Lindale
passed away Sunday, May 5, 2024. He
was born April 1, 1958, to the late Donald
Winans and Lillie Burleson Winans.

He grew up in Lindale and graduated
from Lindale High School in 1976. He
was a self-employed welder until his health
began to decline.

He is survived by his daughter, April
Fox and husband James of Lindale, son,
Michael Winans of Panama City, Fla., and three grandchildren,
Christopher Tidwell, Emily, and Alexander Fox all of Lindale
and twin sister Linda Kay Willis also of Lindale, plus a host of
nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles, and cousins.

A celebration of life will be held Saturday May 25, 2024, at 2
p.m. at 18388 CR 4104, Lindale.

Jerry Bill Oldfield of Lindale
passed away peacefully at Christus
Mother Francis hospital in Tyler on
May 11, 2024 after a valiant battle
with lung cancer. He was 81.

Jerry was the youngest of six chil-
dren born to Geneva and LeeRoy Old-
field in Newton, Iowa. Jerry moved

to Texas in the mid-1980°s where he had a successful career as
a HVAC technician.

An avid outdoorsman, Jerry loved fishing and on any given day
you’d find him at Lake Holbrook rod and reel in hand.

He is preceded in death by his parents and five siblings. Jerry is
survived by his son Richard Oldfield, daughter-in-law Dawn Blue-
mel Oldfield of Texas, his daughter Suzanne Oldfield Bancroft,
son-in-law Fred Bancroft of New York, five grandchildren, four
great-grandchildren, Sue Bruce Oldfield and Linda Breckenridge.

DONALD RAY WINANS

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
The Church of Garden Valley -

Lindale Campus
307 Eagle Spirit Dr - 903-882-9150
Pastor Jacob Chaffin

BAPTIST

Antioch Baptist Church
793 CR 313W Tyler TX 75706
903-597-6131
Pastor Stephen Nipp

Bethel Baptist Church
FM 16 West, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8275

Bible Baptist Church
16173 CR 431, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-1454

Carmel Baptist Church
10969 CR 481, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-3852
James Cheatham

Central Baptist Church
13745 FM 16 East, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-3179
Byron Howard

Damascus Baptist Church
17052 CR 4105 Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-3392
Bennie Portwood

Dover Baptist Church
21166 FM Road 1995, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-5106

Duck Creek Baptist Church
Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-9558

East Foothills Missionary

Baptist Church
810 E South St, Lindale, TX 75771
903-497-4674
Pastor Craig Kearby

Fairview Baptist Church
Van Highway, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-9500

First Baptist Church
Hwy 69 (in Swan) Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-6432

First Baptist Church of Lindale
110E Hubbard St. Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-3396
Tom Buck

Foundation Baptist Church
715 S Main St. Lindale 75771
903-881-9490

Garden Valley Baptist Church
17816 CR 442, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-7671

Greater Hopewell Baptist Church
10480 CR 492 « Tyler, TX 75706
903-882-4726

Hopewell Baptist Church
11804 CR 494, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-5381

Lindale

AREA

CHURC
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Hopewell Valley Baptist,

Church No 1
CR 429 + Van, TX
903-882-5136

Mt. Sylvan Baptist Church
13073 Hwy 110 N « Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-3890
Bruce Rudd

New Harmony Baptist Church
10251 FM 724, Tyler, TX 75704
903-593-5811

Red Springs Baptist Church
Red Springs, TX
903-858-2365
St Mary Baptist Church
12050 CR 452,, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8066

Thompson Hill Baptist Church
14657 CR, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-0849

Walnut Springs Baptist Church
211 Walnut Springs,, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-7858
Wood Trails Baptist Church
11804 CR 494,

Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-5381

CATHOLIC

Holy Family Catholic Church
16314 FM 849,
Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-4079
Rev. David Bailey, Pastor
St. Joseph the Worker
Tridentine Latin Mass
5075 FM 14, Tyler, 75712
903-593- 5055
Rev. Joseph Valentine, FSSP

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Church of Christ — Lindale
211 W. Hubbard,Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-6455

Church of Christ — South Main

2425 S Main St, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8933
Church of Christ — Swan

County
Road 471, Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8009

EPISCOPAL

St Luke’s Episcopal Church
16292 FM 849 Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8118
Rev. John Carr

LUTHERAN

First Century

Christian Fellowship
10119 Gina Rd., Lindale, TX 75771
Dr. Lawrence Zillmer

METHODIST
ChristPoint Methodist

Church
402 W Hubbard St « Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8506
Michael Peschke
Harris Chapel Southern
Methodist Church
17069 CR 452 Lindale TX
903.253.3175
John Roach, Pastor
Mt Sylvan United Methodist
Church
Mt. Sylvan « 903-882-5479
Swan-Wood Springs
Methodist Church
Hwy 69, Tyler, TX 75706
903-882-6382

NON DENOMINATIONAL

Clearview Church
13933 Hwy 110 N Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8949

Community Christian Fellowship
15704 Hwy 110 N Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-8501

David Hickey

Cross Brand Cowboy Church
11915 FM 2015, Tyler, Texas 75708
903-535-9155

Crossroads Community Church
20465 US Highway 69 North
Lindale TX 75771-4206
903-881-9844
Tim Letsch

Bethesda Church
2401 S Main St
Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-7597
Steven & Camilla Charles

Friendship CME Church
20428 CR 482
Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-7269

Garden Valley Bible Church
17117 FM 1253
Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-9665

Grace Community Church
15567 Wood Springs Rd

Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-3323
Hide-A-Way Lake
Community Church

1115 Lake Cross Rd

Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-6966

Life Source Community Church
1601 S. Main, Lindale
Pastor John Offutt

Lone Star Cowboy Church
23425 FM 1995
Lindale TX 75771
615-480-0289
Jayc Harold

River’s Edge Church
18492 Hwy 69 North,
Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-0555 + Phil Brown

Trinity Fellowship Church
Shady Lane Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-3885 ¢+ Ben Steen

PRESBYTERIAN

Bethesda Community Church
FM2710 + Lindale, TX 75771
903-882-3861 + Dr. Everitt Nix

PENTECOSTAL-CHARISMATIC

Rose Heights Church
12465 FM 16, Lindale, Texas 75771
903-881-5260

UNITED PENTECOSTAL

Pentecostals of Lindale
18475 FM 1804, Lindale, TX 75771
713-254-3598

The Lindale Area Church Listing and is made possible by the generosity of the sponsors

listed herein. Should you have changes, please give us a call at 903-882-8880.

Advertise your
business here!
Call 903-882-8880

Fleming
Farm & Ranch Supply
Home & Garden

Supplies/Garden Needs
2518 S. Main - 903-882-3361

Advertise your
business here!
Call 903-882-8880

Parrott Faith Properties
Fruitdale Townhomes
_nable g, 2 Vacancies
< % $200 OFF MOVE IN SPECIAL

Remodeled open floor plans
Affordably priced

903-882-9296 « 13923 FM 2710 » Lindale
www.wesleyseniorliving.com
License # 104878

CELL 903-780-4247 o HOME 903-882-6158

Joshua 1:9 Have | not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid;
do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.

Mon-Fri 8 am - 5:30 pm, Sat 8 am-Noon
tOday! Serving The Community For Over 50 Yrs tOday! Jn:a._g 903-882-51 81
w7 . JEFF BUTLERS Advertise your Lindale Car Care |
%@ %@ 2 PAVING & SEAL COATING b us i nhess h ere | TO‘:)Crh;Zi; g:::;:: B
' Car s
REFERENCES, HOME, BUSINESS ~ FREE PRICES ~ NOT ESTIMATES Cal I 903 -882 -8880 Spot FREE Rinsing

today!

HwY 69 & COOPER IN FRONT OF BROOKSHIRE’S
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Lindale Police Department call logs for
May 3-9

FRIDAY, MAY 3: Public Service, 2200 block South Main
Street, Settled at Scene; Welfare Concern, 556 IH-20 West,
Settled at Scene; Motor Vehicle Crash, 556 IH-20 East, Re-
port; Fraud, 300 block Jeffries Street, Report; Public Service,
300 block Asher Lane, Settled at Scene; Public Service, 100
block Ballard Drive, Settled at Scene; Public Service, 600
block South Main Street, Settled at Scene; Business Alarm,
16200 block FM 849, False Alarm; Theft, 100 block East
Centennial Blvd., Report; Welfare Concern, 600 block East
South Street, Unable to Locate; Business Alarm, 100
block Miranda Lambert Way, False Alarm; Possession of a
Controlled Substance, 1600 block South Main Street, Arrest.

SATURDAY, MAY 4: Verbal Disturbance, 100 block
Teresa Street, Settled at Scene; Public Service, 500 block
South Main Street, Settled at Scene; Suspicious Vehicle,
100 block Freedom Drive, Settled at Scene; Violation of
Protective Order, 100 block Ballard Drive, Report; Suspi-
cious Person, 3500 block South Main Street, Settled at
Scene; Cruelty to Animals, 300 block North Main Street,
Unfounded; Traffic Hazard, 1000 block South Main Street,
Settled at Scene; Residential Alarm, 800 block Pineland
Lane, False Alarm; Theft, 1200 block Lindale Summit Drive,
Report; Business Alarm, 100 block South Main Street, False
Alarm; Suspicious Vehicle,3500 block South Main Street,
Settled at Scene.

SUNDAY, MAY 5: Motor Vehicle Crash, 555 TH-20
East, Report; Motorist Assist, 555 TH-20 West, Settled at
Scene; Traffic Hazard, 500 block North Henry Street, Settled
at Scene; Warrant Service, 3500 block South Main Street,

County clerk
found guilty for
interfering with

public duty

A Smith County jury returned a guilty verdict against
County Clerk Karen Phillips this past Thursday for
interfering with a public duty.

Sentencing is to take place on June 14, with a
potential punishment of up to 180 days in jail and a
$2,000 fine.

Phillips’ sentence stems from a 2023 traffic stop in-
volving a friend of her son, Derek Phillips, 38, of Tyler.
The stop occurred at Phillips’s home, with deputies
eventually chasing Derek Phillips into the residence.

The state continued the testimony of Smith County
deputy Jonathan Peters, who first initiated the traffic
stop.

That night, Phillips recorded video of the incident
on her phone which was shown to the jury. It showed
Phillips placing herself between deputies as they were
taking Derek Phillips out of the house in handcuffs.

Her defense team argued that Phillips was trying to
protect her son. She can be heard in the video saying
her son needs glasses.

The defense also questioned how much Phillips
actually interfered with the deputies and their attempts
to arrest her son.

Karen Phillips can be seen in a freeze frame from
Deputy Peters’ body cam standing several feet away
as officers were arresting Derek Phillips.

“She forced my attention away from placing him in
handcuffs,” Peters said.

Arrest; Suspicious Vehicle, 2300 block South Main Street,
Settled at Scene; Business Alarm, 800 block Lindale Indus-
trial Pkwy., Settled at Scene; Disturbance, 800 block North
College Street, Settled at Scene; Suspicious Vehicle, 1800
block CR 4112, Settled at Scene; Suspicious Vehicle, 700
block South Main Street, Settled at Scene; Assist Smith Co
SO., 21200 block U.S. Highway 69 North, Report; Criminal
Mischief, 200 block Cannery Row, Unable to Locate.

MONDAY, MAY 6: Suspicious Vehicle, 2400 block South
Main Street, Settled at Scene; Assist Another Agency,3 00
block South Main Street, Settled at Scene; Traffic Hazard,
100 block North College Street, Settled at Scene; Fraud,
15300 block Country Acres Drive, Report; Theft, 3500 block
South Main Street, Report; Public Service, 100 block Bal-
lard Drive, Settled at Scene; Assist EMS, 300 block Cooper
Street, Settled at Scene; Mental Health Welfare Check, 200
block Ronnie Street, Settled at Scene; Threats, 100 block
East Centennial Blvd., Settled at Scene; Criminal Trespass,
500 block North Main Street, Warning Issued.

TUESDAY, MAY 7: Verbal Disturbance, 900 block Carol

Drive, Settled at Scene; Business Alarm, 300 block East
South Street, Settled at Scene; Business Alarm, 300 block
East South Street, False Alarm; Suspicious Circumstance,
17000 block TH-20 West, Settled at Scene; Criminal Mis-
chief, 700 block South Main Street, Report; Motorist Assist,
3400 block South Main Street, Settled at Scene; Traffic Haz-
ard, 13900 block CR 433, Citation Issued; Public Service,
100 block Ballard Drive, Settled at Scene; Traffic Hazard,
200 block North Main Street, Settled at Scene; Business
Alarm, 200 block South Main Street, Settled at Scene; As-
sist Smith Co SO, 18000 block CR 4112, Settled at Scene;
Suspicious Person, 700 block South Main Street, Unable
to Locate; Business Alarm, 300 block East South Street,
False Alarm; Welfare Concern, 1300 block Hamilton Drive,
Settled at Scene; Assist Smith Co SO, 15100 block FM 849,
Settled at Scene.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 8: Motorist Assist, 3200 block
South Main Street, Settled at Scene; Assist EMS, 1000 block
Carol Drive, Settled at Scene; Public Service, 500 block
Sunset, Settled at Scene; Suspicious Vehicle, 100 block West
Centennial Blvd., Settled at Scene; Suspicious Vehicle, 100
block Stadium Street, Settled at Scene.

THURSDAY, MAY 9: Suspicious Vehicle, 13300 block
CR 472, Settled at Scene; Suspicious Vehicle, 3500 block
South Main Street, Settled at Scene; Traffic Complaint,
13900 block FM 849, Settled at Scene; Mental Health Wel-
fare Check, 13800 block Highway 69 North, Settled at Scene;
Theft, 100 block East Centennial Blvd., Arrest; Welfare Con-
cern, 13400 block CR 472, Settled at Scene; Assist Another
Agency, 16900 block Sentinel, Settled at Scene; Suspicious
Vehicle, 13300 block CR 472, Settled at Scene; Suspicious
Vehicle, 13400 block TH-20 West Settled at Scene.

Violent criminals sentenced to
federal prison for crime spree

Three men were sentenced this past
week by Judge Jeremy Kernodle to
federal prison for violent crimes com-
mitted in Grayson and Tarrant Coun-
ties, said Davilyn Walston, spokes-
person for U.S. Attorney Damien M.
Diggs.

According to information presented
in court, on Oct. 3, 2020, Brian Deboris
Black, 33, Jason Von Brown, 44, and
Kenneth Holt, 44, robbed a Dollar
General store in Tom Bean, Texas.
During the robbery, Black brandished a
firearm and threatened to kill the three
employees in the store if they did not
comply with his demands. As Black
exited the store, he pointed the firearm
at individuals standing outside the door
of the convenience store, threatening
to shoot them as well.

On Oct. 13, 2020, Black and Brown
committed a home invasion robbery
in Mansfield, Texas. They entered the
home at gunpoint, kidnapped three
family members and restrained them
with zip ties, and demanded money
while threatening to kill them if they
did not comply. Black shot the home-
owners’ son in the stomach and his
right arm after he was able to free him-
self from the zip ties. The victim, who
testified at trial, survived the shooting
but sustained permanent injuries. Dur-
ing the investigation, it was determined

that Brandol Abram, 42, orchestrated
the entire home invasion based on his
belief that the family was in possession
of $10 million at their residence.

Black proceeded to trial on May 16,
2023. Co-defendant testimony, DNA,
home security video, and cell phone
analysis were instrumental in secur-
ing Black’s conviction for robbery,
carrying a fircarm during a crime of
violence, and kidnapping. Black was
sentenced to 489 months.

Brown pleaded guilty to conspiracy
to commit kidnapping and aiding and
abetting and was sentenced to 180
months.

Abram pleaded guilty to conspiracy
to commit kidnapping and aiding and
abetting and was sentenced to 200
months.

Holt pleaded guilty to his role in the
conspiracy to rob the Dollar General
and was sentenced to 96 months on
October 25, 2022.

Restitution was ordered to be paid to
the victims of the offenses.

“The commission of violent crimes
such as these—threatening, shooting,
and injuring innocent people will
not be tolerated,” said U.S. Attorney
Diggs. “The sentences that these de-
fendants received demonstrates that
justice for the victims was served and
our communities will be safer as a re-

sult. Black, who was the most violent
member of the crew, effectively re-
ceived a life sentence and ensures that
he will no longer be a threat to society.”

This case was prosecuted as part
of the joint federal, state, and local
Project Safe Neighborhoods (PSN)
Program, the centerpiece of the De-
partment of Justice’s violent crime
reduction efforts. PSN is an evidence-
based program proven to be effective at
reducing violent crime. Through PSN,
a broad spectrum of stakeholders work
together to identify the most pressing
violent crime problems in the com-
munity and develop comprehensive
solutions to address them. As part of
this strategy, PSN focuses enforcement
efforts on the most violent offenders
and partners with locally based preven-
tion and reentry programs for lasting
reductions in crime.

This case was investigated by the
FBI’s Sherman Resident Agency, Tom
Bean Police Department, Whitewright
Police Department, Sherman Police
Department, Tarrant County Sher-
iff’s Office, Tarrant County Medical
Examiner’s Office, and the Texas De-
partment of Public Safety Crime Lab.
This case was prosecuted by Assistant
U.S. Attorney Tracey M. Batson and
former Assistant U.S. Attorney Ernest
Gonzalez.

County employees honored by Court

By Casey Murphy
Smith County Public Information Officer

Kim Christopher was honored during Commissioners
Court Tuesday, April 30, for 30 years of service to Smith
County.

She has worked in several courts for different judges as
the official court reporter over the last three decades. She
currently serves as the court reporter for the Smith County
Court-at-Law.

“She has served in my court as long as I have been
judge, but she has served the County for 30 years,” said
Judge Jason Ellis, who has presided over the County
Court-at-Law Court for more than nine years.

“It’s a real joy and pleasure to work with Kim,” he
said, adding that they do a lot of sad things in court. “I ap-
preciate Kim’s joy.”

He said she makes him smile and laugh, but he also ap-

preciates her seriousness and dedication in his courtroom.

On April 25, 1994, Christopher was hired by the late
Smith County Judge Larry Craig as his reporter for Coun-
ty/Probate Court. She was also the roving reporter, work-
ing in a different court each day or for weeks at a time.

Throughout her years at Smith County, she has also
taken the record for grand jury proceedings.

Upon Judge Craig’s retirement, Christopher worked
for County Judge Becky Dempsey and County Judge Joel
Baker.

In 2008, she left the County Court and was hired by
Judge Thomas Dunn to report for the County Court-at-
Law. Upon his retirement, she continued to work for Judge
Ellis.

“Smith County has been a blessing to me and my fam-
ily,” Mrs. Christopher said. “I have worked with many
wonderful judges, court staff, and have formed friendships
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Wine lovers rejoice!

Picker’s Pavilion at Blackberry Square in downtown Lindale was in “the spirits” this past week as the Spring 2024 Piney Woods Wine
Festival took place. The festival showcased wineries and vineyards from across East Texas. Lots of tasty food and live music were also

on the menu. (Photo by Terry Cannon)

that are like family.”

Throughout her career, Mrs. Christopher has contin-
ued her education and obtained her Registered Profes-
sional Reporters License, which allows her to work in
other states without taking their state certification. She has
served as the president of the East Texas Court Reporters
Association and served as Board of Director and in many
capacities with the Texas Court Reporters Association.
She is also a member of the National Court Reporters As-
sociation.

Collections Officer Amanda Levoy was recognized for
five years of service in the Judicial Compliance/Collec-
tions Department.

Director Sheryl Keel said Ms. Levoy has been a true
asset to her office and she brings a positive spirit to the
office every day.

“Thank you for the opportunity to have you on my
team,” she said.

Additional Smith County employees celebrating work
anniversaries this month but who were not in court on
Tuesday include:

20 Years: Denice Johnigan, Sheriff’s Office

15 Years: Clarence Edwards and Kathy Foster, Sher-
iff’s Office

10 Years: Tommy Ryder, Facilities Services Depart-
ment

5 Years: Brenda Fletcher, County Court-at-Law 3; and
Kevin Van Horn, Philip Greanead, Ronald Owens and Em-
ily Graham, Sheriff’s Office.

OVER 50
YEARS IN
BUSINESS/!

Fleming .
Farm & Ranch

www.flemingfarmandranch.com

Est.
1963

It ic time to ceed new
lawne or “cpot coed”
ectabliched lawne

Available in 5 Ib and 1lb bags K3

CERTIFIED

CENTIPEDE

2518 South Main Lindale » 903-882-3361

“Lindale’s Country Store since 1963”
Mon - Fri 8am - 5:30pm  Sat 8am - Noon
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Soccer player off to college

Lindale High School soccer standout Jace Mieth recently signed to play soccer with the Arlington Bap-

tist University Patriots. (Courtesy photo)

Toyota ShareLunker Program

The 2024 Toyota ShareLunker program
was full speed ahead and produced an ex-
ceptional collection season for the fourth
consecutive year, officials said.

Anglers contributed 19 Legacy Class
ShareLunkers from seven different lakes
throughout Texas. Three new waterbodies
recorded their first Legacy Class fish, but
O.H. Ivie in west Texas was at the head of
the class again this season with 12 entries.

“Thank you to everyone involved in
making another great Toyota ShareLunker
collection season,” said Natalie Goldstrohm,
Toyota ShareLunker program coordinator.
“We’re grateful that so many anglers caught
their fish of a lifetime this season and then
decided to share their ShareLunker to sup-
port a future full of bigger, better bass in
Texas.”

O.H. Ivie generated seven consecutive
Legacy Lunkers to close out the 2024 col-
lection season. It has produced an unprec-
edented number of ShareLunkers during
the last four seasons, accounting for the
final ShareLunker of the 2020 collection
season and then exploding for 12 Legacy
Class Lunkers in 2021, 2022 and 2024.
It proceeded to shatter the single-season
collection record for that waterbody, with
15 ShareLunkers in 2023. O.H. Ivie boasts
51 combined Legacy Lunkers and multiple
Legend Class entries over the past four col-
lections seasons.

Key highlights from the 2024 Toyota
ShareLunker collection season:

Seven reservoirs delivered Legacy Class
Lunkers (Fort Phantom Hill, Inks Lake,
J.B. Thomas, Naconiche, O.H. Ivie, Sam
Rayburn, Toledo Bend)

Three new reservoirs with Legacy Class
ShareLunkers (Fort Phantom Hill, Inks Lake,
J.B. Thomas)
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Three new waterbody records (J.B. Thom-
as, Inks Lake, Fort Phantom Hill) and one
new junior waterbody record (J.B. Thomas)

Angler Kyle Hall’s ShareLunker 665
(15.82-pounds) made the Texas Top 50 as the
37th heaviest all-time Texas largemouth bass

Angler Kyle Hall recorded a Legacy
Lunker in three consecutive seasons

Angler Larry R. Walker reeled in two
Legacy Class Lunkers in 2024

Six out-of-state anglers etched their name
into the program’s record book. The anglers
hailed from Kansas, New York, Ohio, Okla-
homa and Washington.

TPWD biologists implemented a genetic
analysis of this year’s Legacy Lunkers and
made some incredible discoveries. For ex-
ample, they determined ShareLunker 666,
reeled in by Larry R. Walker from O.H.
Ivie, was a recapture of ShareLunker 646
originally caught by Mechelda Criswell on
Feb. 27, 2023.

A 13.20-pound fish from Lake Athens
proved to be the offspring of ShareLunker
552 which was caught by Randall E. Clay-
bourne on Jan. 12, 2014 at Lake Fork. This
is the first time a Legacy Class descendant
from this specific family tree was discovered
in the ShareLunker program.

Of'the 19 Legacy Class ShareLunkers, 13
of the fish had secondary relationships to
either previous Legacy Class fish or other
ShareLunkers that anglers submitted scale
samples for genetic analyses. Tissue from
a pair of full siblings from Oak Creek were
submitted by Criswell through the Share-
Lunker app. One of these fish was caught
in 2023 and the other in 2024. All of these
findings highlight the valued partnership that
the ShareLunker program facilitates with
anglers throughout the world.

Unfortunately, one of this year’s 19

By Greg Grant

Smith County Horticulturist
We have had numerous yellow-

Whataburger Super Team honoree
Lindale High School senior football player Carson Plunkett was honored this past week by being

named to the 2024 Whataburger Super Team presented by Whataburger and Dave Campbell’s Texas
Football Magazine. (Photo by Terry Cannon)

wraps up outstanding season

Legacy Class fish, the 13.42-pound Share-
Lunker 662 from Inks Lake, perished due to
extenuating circumstances. However, in the
last five years, the program has achieved an
excellent overall fish survival success rate of
94 percent. The last time a Legacy Lunker
perished in TPWD care was more than three
years ago, in 2021.

“The TPWD hatchery teams work dili-
gently to provide the absolute best fish
healthcare for each and every ShareLunker
bass,” said Goldstrohm. “We continue to
learn from these experiences and further
refine big bass healthcare and life supporting
treatments.”

Anglers who caught and loaned one of
these 13-plus pound lunkers earn Legacy
Class status, receive a catch kit filled with
merchandise, a 131b+ Legacy decal for their
vehicle or boat, VIP access to the Toyota
ShareLunker Annual Awards event, a high-
quality replica mount of their fish from Lake
Fork Taxidermy, and Bass University will
provide a swag pack and annual subscription.
These anglers also receive entries into two
separate drawings —a Legacy Class Drawing
and the year-end Grand Prize Drawing. Both
drawings will award the winner a $5,000
Bass Pro Shops shopping spree.

While the Legacy class season has ended,
the year-round Toyota ShareLunker program
offers anglers three additional levels of par-
ticipation for catching bass over eight pounds
or 24 inches in Texas. Each of these levels
still provide vital data to TPWD fisheries
biologists, helping them to continue to create
bigger, better bass in Texas.

Anglers who enter data for any lunker they
catch greater than eight pounds or 24 inches
during the 2024 calendar year also receive a
catch kit, a decal for their vehicle or boat, a
one-month subscription to Bass University

and an entry into the year-end Grand Prize
Drawing to win a $5,000 Bass Pro Shops
shopping spree. ShareLunker entry classes
include the Bass Pro Shops Lunker Class (8
Ib.+), Strike King Elite Class (10 1b.+) and
Lew’s Legend Class (13 Ib.+).

Once a lunker is reeled in, anglers need
to enter the catch data on the Toyota Share-
Lunker mobile app — available for free from
the Apple App Store and Google Play — or on
the Toyota ShareLunker online app at Texas-
Sharelunker.com.

In addition to providing basic catch in-
formation, anglers have the option to send
a DNA scale sample from their lunker bass
to TPWD researchers for genetic analysis.
Anglers who contribute a sample to the pro-
gram in 2024 will receive a Lew’s baitcast
reel valued at up to $200 while supplies last,
with a limit of one reel per angler. Anglers
who send in a genetic sample will also get a
three-month subscription to Bass University.
Instructions for submitting DNA samples are
located on the Toyota ShareLunker website.

The Toyota ShareLunker Program is made
possible in part by the generous sponsorship
of Toyota. Toyota is a longtime supporter of
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation and
TPWD, providing major funding for a wide
variety of fisheries, state parks and wildlife
projects.

Additional vital program support comes
from Legend class category prize sponsor
Lew’s, Elite class category prize sponsor
Strike King, Lunker class category prize
sponsor Bass Pro Shops, American Fishing
Tackle Co., Bass Forecast, Bass University,
Lake Fork Taxidermy and 6th Sense Fish-
ing. For updates on the Toyota ShareLunker
Program, visit facebook.com/sharelunker-
program/, https://www.instagram.com/Tex-
asShareLunker/ or TexasSharelunker.com

Exercise care when using
preemergent herbicides
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Coburn Supply Company
COBURNS .COM

2700B South Main Street // Lindale, TX 75771
Monday - Friday: 7:00 AM to 4:00 PM

(430) 260-5006
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Hawve Your Chimney Cleaned

Serving TVLER (5 The East TEx4s Area Since 1975

§|III

on a Regular Basis

The CHIMNEY SWEEP

Cleans Chimneys and Installs
Chimney Tops / Bird Screens
Dryer Vents Cleaned
Animals Removed

ROBERT SWINNEY
(903) 561-1303

e

Your ad can‘run'here'next week!
“$15per'week'with'a

13-week commitment up'front
Option to renew monthly after the'initial buy-in.
Size of ad is'a" (3.25 x'2:5'inches).

~.$195 for three months’of weekly ads:

Call Darla Strickland Today!

903:882:8880

ing St. Augustine turfgrass samples
brought to the Smith County Master
Gardener Help Desk that showed signs
of clubbed rooting.

Rather than a normal tapered root the
roots are short and swollen on the ends,
shaped much like a club.

This condition was traced back to
misuse of an herbicide in the dinotro-
aniline (DNA) herbicide family. Ex-
amples include prodiamine (Barricade),
benefin (Balan), pendimethalin (Pen-
dulum, Pre-M, Weedgrass Control),
trifluralin (in Snapshot), and oryzalin
(Surfian).

Dithiopyr (Dimension) is another
ingredient that is from a different herbi-
cide family but works in a similar way.
These herbicides inhibit cell division
in the plants.

When a weed seed emerges and
grows through the herbicide zone at
the soil surface they absorb the product
resulting in death of susceptible weed
species.

A preemergence herbicide is an her-
bicide that is designed to control weeds
by interfering with seedling germina-
tion and emergence.

They are commonly referred to in
the lawn care industry as “weed pre-
venters,” and essentially form a protec-
tive barrier on the soil during critical
seasons when weeds are most actively
germinating.

Conversely, postemergence herbi-
cides will control established weeds
that have already germinated and
emerged. Some herbicides have both
pre and postemergence activity.

Preemergence herbicides can also af-
fect cell division in all turfgrasses here

Clubbed roots of St. Augustine caused by a preemergent herbicide. (Co

including bermudagrass, centipede, St.
Augustine, and zoysia where emerging
roots on new stolons can be affected
and exhibit a “clubbed root” appear-
ance. We see the damage most com-
monly on St. Augustine and centipede
lawns. It can also cause looping of St.
Augustine stolons where they do not
root into the soil treated with herbicide.

As aresult, the turfgrass does not fill
in as rapidly which can be especially
problematic when the turf is trying to
recover from stresses such as drought,
traffic, insect injury, or diseases like
Take All Root Rot.

When preemergence herbicide prod-
ucts are applied at excessive rates
or frequencies, the clubbed rooting
problem is much more pronounced.
Turfgrasses will typically outgrow the
effects of these products in time, but
during periods of drought, insects, dis-
ease or other stresses may be severely
affected.

It is important to note that pre-

W
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emergence herbicides such as the ones
listed above can be an important tool
in managing weeds in lawns, and these
products are labeled for use in these
areas.

However, the potential for “club
rooting” to occur on the desirable turf-
grasses should be one of many factors
in your decision on whether or not to
apply these products.

The use of pre-emergent herbicides
should be limited to those in the profes-
sional lawn care service or who have
spent adequate time studying how they
work and reading and following label
specifications.

Download 4 Homeowner's Guide to
Herbicide Selection for Warm-Season
Turfgrass Lawns or Preemergence
Herbicides for the Home Lawn-A Quick
Guide for Homeowners from aggieturf.
tamu.edu or the AgriLife Bookstore
(agrilifelearn.tamu.edu) for a more
thorough overview of turfgrass weed
management.
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ABC'’s of CDB for you furry friend

By Texas A&M School
of Veterinary Medicine, Biomedi-
cal Sciences

Cannabidiol, or CBD, has be-
come popular in recent years
thanks to the marketing of its
potential health benefits. So it’s
no surprise that pet owners are
turning to CBD as a remedy for
various ailments in their furry
companions.

Yet because there is little evi-
dence on the effectiveness and
safety of CBD in animals, Dr. Amy
Savarino, chief pharmacist for the
Veterinary Medical Teaching Hos-
pital at the Texas A&M School of
Veterinary Medicine and Biomedi-
cal Sciences, explains how owners
can evaluate CBD products for
their pets to ensure they are choos-
ing a safe and effective product.

“A”Is For Advertising, “B” Is
For Buyer Beware

CBD is a non-psychoactive
extract from hemp plants, mean-
ing it does not produce the “high”
typically associated with cannabis
use, unlike tetrahydrocannabinol
(THC), a compound found in
cannabis that is psychoactive
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903-882-8880

or “high” producing. Instead,
hemp-derived CBD is believed
to regulate various physiological
processes in the body and is sold
in various forms, including oils,
treats and capsules.

“Marketed CBD products ad-
vertise very lucrative benefits,
claiming to calm your pets’ anxiet-
ies, reduce seizures, improve their
skin ailments and relieve their pain
and joint discomforts,” Savarino
said. “We all want the best for
our animals, so it seems natural
to add a CBD product to a pet’s
daily drug regimen if they are ex-
periencing these health problems.”

Owners should take into con-
sideration, however, state laws
regarding CBD use before incor-
porating it into their pet’s routine.
In states like Texas, for example,
hemp-derived CBD products
for humans have only recently
become legal because it contains
less than 0.3% of THC, while
marijuana-derived CBD remains
illegal due to its higher THC con-
centration.

“Because of differing laws and
the lack of clarity in the laws for
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CBD in animal products, CBD
reactions are still very unknown
in animal patients,” Savarino
said. “Veterinarians can certainly
suggest that a patient receives
CBD, but we need more research
on these products to make better
clinical decisions.”

Additionally, because CBD
products are sold as over-the-
counter supplements, there is no
federal regulation to guarantee the
percentage of active ingredients in
the products.

“Often nutraceutical products
— any product derived from food
sources with extra health benefits
— add other ingredients to their
blends to make the product work
better to give you the desired
outcome,” Savarino explained.
“Yet one study recently found that
out of 29 marketed CBD products
for pets, four had heavy metal
products in them and only 10 had
within 10% of their label claim of
active ingredient in the product.”

In this case, Savarino strongly
emphasizes that owners should
carefully research and choose
reputable brands when selecting
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CBD products for their pets, as
reputable products are more likely
to be labeled accurately.

“C” Is For Certificate Of
Analysis, Communication

Savarino also suggests owners
ask a product’s supplier or manu-
facturer for a COA, or certificate
of analysis, because having a COA
that is up to date with the product’s
manufacturing date ensures that
the ingredient information accu-
rately reflects the product’s current
quality and composition. Most
reputable companies will provide
COAs upon request.

“A COA is like a birth certificate
for your product,” Savarino said.
“You want to be sure that the COA
is current with the product you are
selecting because, for example,
a COA from 1984 isn’t very ac-
curate for a product on the shelf
today.”

Even though owners are respon-
sible for researching and selecting
CBD products, it is essential to
openly communicate with their
veterinarian regarding CBD ad-
ministration to their pets, ensuring
its safe and effective use.

“CBD, unfortunately, has dem-
onstrated potential drug interac-
tions with other medications that
a pet might be taking, so you
should first discuss what product
you are going to give with your
veterinarian to confirm that all of
the medications are safe to give
concurrently,” Savarino said. “If
your pet does start taking CBD,
you should only provide the prod-
uct as directed on the package and
call your veterinarian immediately
if you notice an increase in sleepi-
ness, impaired coordination or
unusual behavior after providing
your pet with CBD.”

As CBD products gain popular-
ity for their potential benefits in
pets, it’s important for owners to
tread carefully. The limited medi-
cal information available means
that pet owners should approach
such products with caution to
ensure the safety and well-being
of their furry friend.

Pet Talk is a service of the
School of Veterinary Medicine &
Biomedical Sciences, Texas A&M
University.

@ Divide & Conquer Living Estate Sale
Thurs., May 16 ~ 7:00-5:30

N
Fri., May 17 ~ 8:00-5:30

CLERK OF THE COURT ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF

OR PLAINTIFFS
PENNY CLARKSTON TERRY JACOBSON

SMITH COUNTY

DISTRICT CLERK

100 N. BROADWAY, 733 WEST SECOND AVENUE

RM. 204
TYLER, TEXAS 75702
903-590-1660

CORSICANA TX 75110
903-874-7117

CAUSE NO. 23-2974-B
THE STATE OF TEXAS
CITATION BY PUBLICATION
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: "You have been
sued. You may employ an attorney. If you or your attor-
ney do not file a written answer with the clerk who issued
this citation by Ten O'clock (10:00) A.M. of the first Monday
next following the expiration of forty-two (42) days from the
date of issuance of this citation, a default judgment may be
taken against you."

TO: ANTHONY MARTINEZ DBA SERENITY ROOFING
& RESTORATION

GREETINGS: YOU ARE HEREBY COMMAND-
ED to appear by filing a written answer to the PLAINTIFF’S
ORIGINAL PETITION at or before 10 o’clock a.m. of the
first Monday after the expirationof 42 days from the date
of issuance of this citation, same being the 17th day of
April 2024, at or before 10 o’clock a.m., in the 114th Ju-
dicial District Court of Smith County, Texas, at the Smith
County Courthouse located at 100 N. Broadway, Tyler,
Texas, 75702. The case is styled ONE TYLER LLC VS
ANTHONY MARTINEZ, DBA SERENITY ROOFING &
RESTORATION, and PLAINTIFF’S ORIGINAL PETITION
was filed in said Court on December 4, 2023. The Plaintiff
is ONE TYLER LLC. The attorney for the Plaintiff is Terry
Jacobson, whose address is JACOBSON LAW FIRM, P.C.,
733 West 2nd Ave., Corsicana, Texas 75110.

The nature of the suit of said suit being substan-
tially as follows: PLAINTIFF’S ORIGINAL PETITION

The Officer executing this process shall promptly
serve the same according to the requirements of law, and
the mandates thereof.

Issued and given under my hand and seal of said
Court at Tyler, Texas, this date: April 17, 2024.
ATTEST:
CLERK OF THE COURT
PENNY CLARKSTON
Smith County District Clerk
100 N. Broadway, Rm. 204
Tyler, Texas 75702

By: /s/ Penny Clarkston

Penny Clarkston, District Clerk
DIL, GAS, &

E Bu MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Get a Standard
Warranty of

T YEARS $849Value

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testa-
mentary for the Estate of Sandra Lynn Modlin, Deceased,
were issued on May 6, 2024, in Cause No. 48236P, pending
in the County Court-At-Law No: 3, SMITH County, Texas,
to: Michael Wilson Modlin .

All persons having claims against this Estate which
is currently being administered are required to present them
to the undersigned within the time and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.

c/o: Casey P. Cook

My Texas Estate Plan

1658 W. Grande Blvd., Ste. 200

Tyler, TX 75703

DATED on May 10, 2024

/s/ Casey P. Cook
Casey P. Cook
Attorney for Michael Wilson Modlin
State Bar No.: 24094599
1658 W. Grande Blvd., Ste. 200
Tyler, TX 75703
Telephone: (903) 561-8644
Facsimile: (903) 561-8649
Email:info@mytxestateplan.com

Sat., May 18 ~ 8:00-2:00
1535 Wilana ~ Tyler, TX 75703

Qutside & off SSE Loop 323, turn south onto Paluxy.

Travel beyond Shiloh, Grande, and Jeff Davis. Turn right onto
Cumberland Road, then turn right onto Wilana.
This approximately 3100 sq. foot home is listed Katie Hymer. Contents / consignments
include 3 din. room tables; sofas; occas. chairs; entry, coffee, sofa, end tables; Asian se-
lections; zebra rug; many books including leather bound books; silver/silverplate items;
sterling dinnerware; china; brass items; jewelry; Herend; great rugs; 1g. selection of framed
orig. art; bar stools; mirrors; antq piano spool; fabric; sew. machine & notions; desks; off.
chairs; off. supplies; grandfather clock; antq armoires; barware; glassware; stained glass;
vintg. decanters; fireplace tools; floor and table lamps; lamp shades; beds; dressers; chests;
clocks; Italian hand-painted pottery; sm. appliances; cookbks; blue & white selections;
roosters; linens; bedding; tablecloths; dolls; games; toys; holiday decorations; Lenox
Christmas ornaments; artif. arrangements; Elfa units; many shoes, purses, scarves, hats,
women’s clothes Highland Park memorabilia; men’s clothes, shoes, coats, hunting clothes,
boots, hats; gun cases; deer mount; golf clubs/balls; electronics; CD’s; movies; ladders;
Igloos; Honda mower; Snapper riding mower; treadmill; Schwinn Airdyne; Schwinn bike;
mannnny tools; yard tools; lion garden statues; Whirlpool refrig.; soooooo much more!!
Don’t miss this one!!!

\_ Pictures: DivideAndConquerOfEastTexas.com

SELL IT FAST

IN THE CLASSIFIEDS!
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H Free Pickup & Towing.
m Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle Today

855-808-4152

While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or
recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (855) 808-4152

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (855) 808-4152 to donate

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.

your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!
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One Call
One
Low Price

Advertise Your
Business or Event.
Statewide
Regional

ads available.

Call
903-882-8880
for more
information

Downsizing?
Have a
garage sale
903 88.-688

*Terms and Conditions apply.

It’s not just
a generator.
It’s a power

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase* -
valued at $535.

Call 855-704-8579 to
schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
s

RTISING NETWORK
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TexSCAN Week o
May 12-18, 2024

ACREAGE

Affordable Owner Financed Land. We have some
of the best in Texas. Hill Country, South Texas, West
Texas. 800-876-9720, texasranchland.com.

Buy My Hunting Ranch! 50 acres of prime hunting
land convenient to San Antonio and Austin. Woods,
fields, views — very peaceful. So many trophy deer
and turkey — they’re like pests! Private gated entrance.
Priced to sell at $280K — way below what other ranches
sell for! Call or text Matt: 512-815-0690.

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE

Switch and save up to $250/year on your talk, text and
data. No contract and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk
and text with flexible data plans. Premium nationwide
coverage. 100% U.S. based customer service. For
more information, call 855-493-3803.

CELL PHONE SERVICE

Switch and save up to $250/year on your talk, text and
data. No contract and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk
and text with flexible data plans. Premium nationwide
coverage. 100% U.S. based customer service. For
more information, call 855-493-3803.

ENERGY

Backup power — peace of mind. Get a standard
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261,
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just
a generator. It’s a power move.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath

or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time,
waving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. Offer
ends 6/30/24.) Call 855-965-0841.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 855-901-
0467 www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP: A small amount
of water can lead to major damage to your home. Our
trusted professionals dry out ythe wet area and do
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value!
If you have water in your home that needs to be dried,
call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

200 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads
Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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LISD ready to close out
another successful year

By Terry Cannon
Editor

In a little over a week, more than 300 Lin-
dale High School seniors will cross the gradu-
ation stage, culminating a 12-year journey and
open the door to their future.

For Lindale ISD Superintendent Stan Sur-
ratt, graduation is the culmination of another
successful year for the district, a year in which
academics, athletics and various types of
extracurricular activities set another high bar.

This marked Surratt’s 17" year at the helm
of the LISD and he is quick to point out that
each year’s successes don’t get old.

“Each year, it’s super exciting to see these
Lindale students have success and see them
grow,” he said. “We are so pleased with the
kids, their parents and the community and
how they represent Lindale.”

Long recognized as one of the top districts
in East Texas as well as in the state, this year’s
students competed and succeeded in various
areas in 2023-24.

The LHS band won its fourth consecutive
Military Marching Band state title, the speech
and debate teams won several meets and the
art and drama departments were in the higher
echelon as well.

Career and technology classes prepare
students for other areas as well and provide
them with real world experience. The early
college programs for LHS students are im-
pactful as well, helping students get a head
start on college.

“Our kids can get a full semester of college
by the time they leave high school,” he said.
“There are so many fields of study available
to them.”

Another area of which he and the district
are keen on is for special needs youngsters.

“More than 10 percent of our students have
special needs and we have a great staff serving
those kids and their families,” he said.

And the athletic teams were competitive at
higher levels across the board.

This type of multi-level success instills
confidence in the parents and taxpayers of
the LISD, Surratt believes.

“We are very appreciative of the support

of our community,” Surratt said. “(Voters)
approved the tax ratification of more than
72 percent in November. This shows people
realize we are doing a great job. We are re-
ally blessed.”

Surratt said the tax ratification will pro-
vide raises for faculty and support staff and
help with various other projects. Surratt
points out the district has always tried to be
good stewards with the taxpayers’ money.

“We do it in a way that’s not excessive,”
he said. “We understand that we are all
conservative in East Texas but you have to
take care of teachers and staff.”

This past year, new turf was installed at
the softball field at the Lindale Baseball and
Softball complex and this summer, the air
conditioning units at the Early Childhood
Center will be upgraded. The same improve-
ments were made last summer to the Velma
Penny Elementary School campus.

“With these new units, we will be able to
save money,”” Surratt said.

Yet in all the good news for the district,
there’s still the specter of school vouchers
which Surratt believes will impact school
districts across the state, especially smaller
ones.

State congressional candidates who
are pro-voucher were able to draw on the
support of Gov. Greg Abbott this past
November. This means he should have the
legislative power to get the voucher issue
approved.

“What this means is you are having
taxpayers having to pay for rich people’s
private school tuition,” Surratt said. “If this
was put up for a vote, most Texans wouldn’t
want it.”

Money funneled to the voucher program will
mean less for districts such as the LISD, and
eventually, for teachers’raises, Surratt believes.

“To have that much money held back
because of vouchers is just wrong,”” he said.
“State teachers didn’t get a raise because
they were told there’s no extra funding. But
it’s simply a matter of keeping resources
away from the students and teachers. It’s
almost criminal.”

Commissioners approve going
with new vendor for elections
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Smith County Commission-
ers heard reports concerning
tax abatements throughout the
county as well as changing
vendors for record keeping
for voters and elections during
their regular weekly meeting
held May 7.

After considerable discus-
sion, commissioners approved
the change to VR Systems by
unanimous vote.

County Elections Admin-
istrator Michelle Allcon told
commissioners officials with
California-based Votec con-
tacted her and revealed the
company is having financial
difficulties and has requested a
surcharge to help the company
remain afloat.

Votec has contracts in Ne-
vada and Illinois, but so far has
only asked for the surcharge
from Texas counties.

Allcon told commissioners
Votec’s software is used to
record voter information as
well as voter registration and
mapping districts among other
election related items.

She said she was informed in

March the company was having
financial issues but company
officials didn’t “reach out to
amend the contract.”

Allcon said she explored
using the state system or other
vendors but, she added, there
are few vendors approved to
handle elections in Texas.

Other counties across Texas
are facing the same dilemma,
she said.

“The way Votec handled the
situation and (how the company
is) wishing everything will go
well is the biggest risk we could
take,” Allcon said.

Precinct 2 Commissioner
John Moore was more direct
in his assessment.

“It’s been my experience
when companies are asking for
money they are not owed it’s a
last gasp effort on their part,” he
said. “We don’t need to take any
chances. If a company looks to
have problems, they are having
problems.”

Moore said he believes there
is a lack of transparency in-
volved as well.

County Judge Neal Franklin

pointed out that other counties
in Texas are caught in the same
situation and time is running
short to rectify the problem.

“This is a tough situation,
especially when you are put
on the spot like we are,” he
said. “We certainly don’t want
anyone to miss out on the op-
portunity to vote.”

Allcon said with the new
vendor the county will be ready
for the November election.

In other action, commis-
sioners heard a report from
Dr. Felicia Herndon of the
Tyler Economic Development
Council concerning the status
of tax abatements across the
county, including Sanderson
Farms which has a hatchery
in the Lindale Industrial Park.

She said there are 99 jobs
out of the required 106 at the
hatchery, with $21 million in-
vested on the $18 million abate-
ment approved. The abatement
for Sanderson Farms plant
in Winona was $130 million
with $167 million invested.
Herndon said there are 1,500
jobs at the plant.
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